
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

SEP-6 20n 
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Ed Martin 

^ StLods,MO 63109 . 
H RE: MUR 6425 
Nl 
O Dear Mr. Martui: 
Hi 
^ On November 12,2010, fhe Federd Election Comnussion notified you of a 
0 complaint dleging violations of certain sections of the Federd Election Campdgn Act of 
^ 1971, as amended. A copy of the complaint was forwarded to you at tfaat time. 
HI 

Upon furtfaer review of tfae dlegations contained in tfae complaint and information 
provided by you, on August 30,2011, tfae Commission found no reason to believe tfaat 
you and SaveAB.com for America violated 2 U.S.C. § 44 lb(a). Accordingly, the 
Coinmission closed its file in fhis nuitter. The Factud and Legd Andysis, wfaicfa more 
fiilly explains tfae Commisdon's finduigs, is enclosed for yoiu* informatinn.. 

Documents related to tfae case will be placed on tfae public record witfain 30 days. 
See Statement of Policy Regarduig Disclosure of Closed Ei^rcement and Related Files, 
68 Fed. Reg. 70462 (Dec. 18,2003) and Statement of Policy Regarduig Placuig First 
Generd Counsel's Rjeports on tiie Public Record, 74 Fed. Reg. 66132 (Dec. 14,2009). 

If you faave any questions, filease contact Margaret Ritzert, tfae attorney assigned 
to tfais matter, at (202) 694-1650. 

Sincerel 

Mark D. Sfaonkwiler 
Assistant Generd Counsel 

Enclosure 
Factud and Legd Andysis 
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5 RESPONDENT: SaveAB.oom for America MUR: 6425 
6 
7 L GENERATION OF MATTER 

8 Tfais matter was generated by a complaint filed by Russ Carnafaan. See 

9 2U.S.C.§437(g)(a)(l). 

0 10 IL FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

0 11 A. Factual Background 

m 

^ r 12 Ed Martin was the Repubiican noimnee for the U.S. House of Representatives fiom 

X, 13 Missouri's Tfauxl Congressiond Disttict for tfae 2010 dection cycle. Mr. Martin filed fais 

14 Statement of Candidacy, designating Ed Martin for Congress as fais prindpd campdgn 

15 oommittee, on July 21,2009. 

16 - During tfae sununer of2008, prior to fais 2010 candidacy, Mr. Martui started a grassroots 

17 movement to oppose tfae impending sde of Anfaeuser-Buscfa Companies, Inc. to a fordgn 

18 company. Various individuds within fhe movement used tfadr own funds to buy a domdn name 

19 and set up a website (www.SaveAB.coml. whicfa was used to gatfaer signatures for an on-luie 

20 petition and create a list of supportera'e-mdl addresses. Response atl. On Jdy 3,2008, ui 

21 response to tfae movement's rapid growtfa and apparent need for financid structure in terms of 

22 foture activities, Mr. Martin founded a nourprofit corporation, SaveAB.oom for America 

23 C*Corporation"). Response at 2. However, ahout two weeks later, on Jdy 14,2008, it was 

24 announced that Anfaeuser-Buscfa wodd be sold to ffae fordgn company. The sde became find in 

25 " November 2008. Altiiough the movement was active during tiie sununer of2008, it had no 

26 activity following tfae July 2008 announcement of tiie sde. See May 31,2011, Response 
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1 Clarification C'Clarification") at 2. Tfae Coiporation dissolved on Mdx:fa 31,2009,' and tiie 

2 www.SaveAB.com website was deactivated. Complaint Exhibits B and D; Response 

3 Attacfament 1. 

4 During tfae year after ffae sde of Anfaeuser-Buscfa, tfae former leadera of tfae SaveAB.com 

5 movement continued to receive requests for comments and uiquuies about leading possible 

6 boycotts of, or protests against, tfae foreign-owned Anfaeuser-Buscfa. Clarification at 1. 
Nl 
0 7 According to Mr. Martin, tfae number of tfaese inquiries began to increase as tfae one-year I 
H 

1̂ 8 anniversary oftfae Anfaeuser-Buscfa sde approacfaed in late 2009. Id. In December 2009, 
Nl 

^' 9 Mr. Martui, in conjunction witfa otfaer individuds associated ̂ tfa tfae SaveAB.com movement, 

^ 10 reactivated tfae website. Compldnt Exfaibit B; Response at 2; Clarification at 1,2. Wfaen tfae 
HI 

11 website went live again, it featured a single letter lamenting tfae sde of Anfaeuser-Buscfa, 

12 tfaanking businesses wfao supported tfae movement, and informing supportera of Mr. Martin's 

13 candidacy. Notwitfastanding tfae suggestion in tfae Response and Clarification about tfae need to 

14 respond to inquiries about SaveAB.com's position on purported plans to engage in a boycott or 

15 protest, tfae letter on tfae website makes no mention of tfaese topics. The portion of tfae letter 

16 regarding Mr. Martui's congressiond campdgn stated: 

17 Also, one of the origind Saveab.eom foundera, Ed Martin, has decided to take 
18 tfais fighting spfait to Congress. He is running for Congress in the Tfauxl 
19 Congressiond District rig(ht faere ui Missouri - tfais disbict uicludes fhe old 
20 headquartera of A-B down on Pestdozd Street (Third Congresdond District 
21 consists of St Louis City, St Lods County, Jefferaon County and St 
22 Genevieve)[.] 
23 
24 Ed Martin is rumung, as he sdd, to "fight for jobs, for fhe foture and for tiie 
25 American dream - wfaicfa is dl in jeopardy if we don't stop diipping our jobs to 
26 ' Mexico aid India and rumung up our debt to China!" 
27 I The Articles of Dissolution list the dissolution date as December 17,2008; however, Mr. Marthi did not file 

the Articles of Dissolution and Tennination witfa the Missouri Secretaiy of State until March 31,2009. 
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1 If you are interested in finding out more, or joirung Ed Martin in this endeavor, 
2 visit fais website TODAY: 

3 Tfae letter tfaen linked to a page on ffae Conunittee's webdte titied, "Welcome SaveAB.com 

4 Friends." This page invited visitora to sign up for e-mdl updates, volunteer to faelp, and 

5 "consider a fmancid contribution." Compldnt Exfaibit E. Tfae letter was dso e-mdled, dong 

6 witfa tfae link to tfae Committee's website, fiom a vyww.SaveAB.com e-mdl accoimt to 

^ 7 SaveAB.com supporters. Altfaougfa tfae letter ddms to be reacfauig 85,000 supporters, botfa tfae 
0 
^ 8 complauit and various news articles report tfaat ffae e-mdl was sent to 40,000 siqiportera. See, 
0 
Nl 9 e.g.. Compkunt ExfaiUtB. 
qr 
^ 10 Complainant dleges tfaat tfae December 2009 www.SaveAB.oom website and e-mdl 
Hi 

^ 11 constitute profaibited corporate contributions in tfae form of SaveAB.com for America's corporate 

12 name, logo, website, and nuuling list, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). 

13 Mr. Martin, on bdidf of dl of the respondents, expressly domes tfae dlegations. hAx. 

14 Martui asserts tfaat tfae sfaort-lived corporation never fadd any assets, made any purcliases, or 

15 conducted any orgamzationd meetuigs. Response at 2; Clarification atl. Ratfaer, ffae activity of 

16 tfae SaveAB.com movement was pdd for out-of-pocket by tfae individuds associated witfa it, and, 

17 upon dissolution, "anytfaing tfaat the participants created or gatfaered during tfae grassroots effort -

18 Aether uiformation, photograpfas, placaid [sic], diirts, eto. - . . . was kept by eacfa person 

19 individually." Clarificotion at 1. Spedfically, the website and the data it collected were 

20 continudly nudntained by Mike Smith, tfae same individud wfao set up tfae website at tfae 

21 beginning oftfae movement, mucfa as tfae telepfaone system was continually maintained by 

22 Mr. Martin. Response at 1; Clarification at 1. As ffae Corporation faeld no assets, it did not have 

23 any assets to disttibute when it dissolved. Response at 2. Mr. Martin dso asserts fhat tfae 
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1 decision to create ffae December 2009 letter was primarily fais, and not tfaat of any legd entity. 

2 Clarification at 1-2. 

3 B. Legal Analysis 

4 A conttibution is any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or anytiung of vdue made by any 

5 person for the purpose of influencing any election for federd office. 2 U.S.C. § 43 l(8)(aXl)> 

6 Coniniisdon regulatioris define "anytfaing of vdue" to incltide in-kind contributions: tfae 
0 
H 7 provision of goods or serdces witfaout charge or at a cfaarge fhat is less thum tfae usud and iionnd 
Nl 
^ 8 charge. 11 C.F.R. § 100.52(dXl). 

^ 9 The Federd Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, profaibits corporations fixim 
0 
^ 10 making contributions fixim tfaeir generd treasury fimds in connection witfa any dection of any 
HI 

11 candidate for federd office. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). A candidate, politicd committee, or other 

12 person is profaibited fixim knowuigly accepting or recdving any corporate contribution. Id 

13 Tfae assets ffaat dlegedly constitute tfae in-kind corporate contribution - the SaveAB.com 

14 name and logo, domain name, and e-mdl list - were developed wfaile SaveAB.com was a 

15 grassroots movement, before it incorporated. Mr. Martin explains, for example, tfaat two 

16 individuds bought a domain name and set up a website at the time the movement was founded. 

17 Furtfaermore, it appeais tiiat ffae Corporation did notiung to take conbxil of these assets in tfae two 

18 weeks it was operationd: Mr. Mdtin specificdly asserts tfaat the Corporation never faeld any 

19 assets and therefore faad no assets to distiibute upon dissolution. Ratfaer, tfaese items were 

20 continudly maintauied by ffae individuds wfao created tfaem. Moreover, tfae Corporation 

21 officidly dissolved four months before Mr. Martin became a candidate and eight montfas before 

22 the decidon to send an e-mdl to the movement's supportera. That is, the Corporation did not 

23 exist at any time fhat the assets codd faave been transferred to Mr. Martin in fais capacity as an 
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1 agent oftfae Conunittee. Aceorduigly, tfae Commission found no reason to bdieve tfaat 

2 SaveAB.com for America violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). 


